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INTRODUCTION  

Since September 2010, a Sign Controls Working Group, comprised of representatives from the 

former Zoning Code Commission, Department of Licenses & Inspections, Planning Commission, Art 

Commission, Historical Commission, Commerce Department, and Streets Department, has met to 

evaluate the ÚÏÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÄÅȭÓ existing sign controls and to develop a comprehensive framework for 

revising them.   

 

In December 2011, City Council adopted the Final Report of the Philadelphia Zoning Code 

Commission as the CitÙȭÓ ÎÅ× ÚÏÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÄÅȢ  4ÈÅ Final Report carries over the sign controls from the 

former zoning code into a single chapter (14-900). The Sign Controls Working Group expects to 

send an amendment with substantive changes to the ÚÏÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÄÅȭÓ sign chapter to City Council in 

the spring of 2012.   

 

The Working Group decided to first address accessory signs (signs that direct attention to a 

business or use located on the same premises as the sign), and to focus second on non-accessory 

signs (signs with a commercial message not related to the use on the premises).  This document 

presents a recommended framework for defining accessory signs intended to increase 

ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÄÅȭÓ ÓÉÇÎ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÁÂÌÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ-

making, and yield more consistent outcomes.    
 

 

SIGN TYPES  

The working group proposes six sign types based on the physical form of the sign. The descriptions 

provided below will be refined in the draft amendments to the sign chapter.   
 

      

      

Flat Wall Sign 

 A wall-mounted sign that is 

parallel to the building face.  

Flat wall signs include 

window displays.  

 

Angled Wall Sign 

 A wall-mounted sign that is 
not parallel to the building 
face. Includes what the 
current code refers to as 
ȰÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÓÉÇÎÓȱȢ 
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Awning/Canopy Sign  

 

A sign on an awning or 

building canopy.   

Marquee Sign 

A sign on a marquee (an 

overhanging structure of 

permanent construction 

attached to a building).  

Roof Sign 

 

A sign wholly on and over the 

roof of a building. 

Freestanding Sign  

 

A ground-mounted sign. 
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SIGN CHARACTERISTICS  

The Working Group proposes five sign characteristics that affect the appearance of a sign type 

and/or impact public safety.  The descriptions provided below will be refined in the draft 

amendments to the sign chapter.   
 

                         

         

        

    

          
 

 

Animated Illumination  

 

Illumination (internal or 

external but not including 

digital) that changes 

intensities or colors. 
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Projecting  

 

The sign that extends over a 

public right -of-way (usually a 

sidewalk). 

Static Illumination  

 

Illumination (internal or 

external) that does not change 

intensities or colors. 
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Digital Display  

 

A display made up of small 

internally -illuminated lights 

that is capable of changing 

intensities or colors. 
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Revolving  

 

A sign or portion of a sign that 

rotates. 
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