ACCESSORY SIGNS INFORMATION SHEET #2:
Defining Sign Types and Characteristics

INTRODUCTION
Since September 2010, §ign Controls Working Groupcomprised of representatives from the
former Zoning Code Commission, Department of Licenses & Inspections, Planning Commission, Art
Commission, Historical Commission, Commerce DepartmenticStreets Departmenthas met to
evaluatetheUT T ET C exting\sfyd cdntrols and to develop a comprehensivieamework for
revising them.

In December 2011, City Council adopted theinal Reportof the Philadelphia Zoning Code
Commissionasthe Ci 6 O 1T Ax Ul 1 EinaRepbitcédrifesover theEsifjn controls fromthe
former zoning code into a single chapter (14€00). The Sign Controls Working Groupexpects to
send an amendment withsubstantivechangestothe UT T E T C sigh EhApleddCity Councilin
the spring of2012.

TheWorking Group decided tofirst address accessorgigns (signsthat direct attention to a

business or use located on the same premises as the sigan)d to focus second omon-accessory

signs(signs with a commercialmessage not related to the use on the premises)rhis document
presentsarecommended framework fordefining accessory signs intended to increase
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making,and yield more consistent outcomes.

SIGN TYPES
The working group proposes six sign types based on the physical form of the sign. The descriptions
provided below will be refined in the draft amendments to the sign chapter

..................................................................

1 Flat wall Sign

A wall-mounted sign that is
: parallel to the building face.
: Flat wall signs include

: window displays.

.....................................................

...................................................

£ 2 Angled Wall Sign

¢ A wall-mounted sign that is
: not parallel to the building

: face. Includes what the

i current code refers to as
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.......................................................

3 Awning/Canopy Sign

¢ A sign on an awning or
: building canopy.

4 Marquee Sign

i A'sign on a narquee(an
: overhangingstructure of
i permanent construction
¢ attached to a building).
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A sign wholly on and over the
: roof of a building.

.....................................................

6 Freestanding Sign

A ground-mounted sign.
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SIGN CHARACTERISTICS

The Working Group proposes five sign baracteristics that affectthe appearance of a sign type
and/or impact public safety. The descriptions provided below will be refined in the draft
amendments to the sign chapter

.....................................................

1 Projecting

The sign that extends over a
public right-of-way (usually a
sidewalk).

.....................................................

£2  static lllumination

[llumination (internal or ;
i external) that does not change  pflerrgm e
: intensities or colors. | '.!‘ i t,ﬂiﬂ
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.3 Animated lllumination

¢ lllumination (internal or

i external but not including | 2018 o | ggﬁ%a @F‘j

digital) that changes
intensities or colors.

.....................................................

“ Digital Display

¢ A display made up of mall
¢ internally -illuminated lights
that is capable of changing
: intensities or colors.

.....................................................

2 Revolving

A sign or portion of a sign that
rotates.
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